"The wolf, the snake, the cur, the sneak all seem entered into the modern sportsman?though I ought not to say that, for a snake is a snake because he is born so, and man the snake for other reasons, it may be said." And again he went over the catalogue?"I should call it everything that is damnable."
Harned is described as "amused" at Whitman's response, but Whitman seems in earnest. He has obviously had the matter on his mind for some time and has engaged in some lively debate about it: "I have made it a point to put the same question to several fellows lately. his poetry, after all, had set out to do the same thing. Here, then, was the simple good humor and straightforwardnesss of the young American athlete, and
